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■ The Grand QUESTION, ■ 

Whether War, or no Wai!,' 
with SPAIN, . 

Impartially Confider*4> ^c. 



TH E Endeavours xhvt have bec^ 
ufed to inflame the People into aa 
high Billike of the p^cfent Mea^- 
iiires, are To flagrant, ar#fo full c^ 
an Ineendkry Spirit, have fo mauifeA aTen- 
dency to Sedition and Rebellion, and are ia 
every View fo very criminal, and fo big with 
Mifchief, that an honeft Man, who means 
nothing but the pubUck Good, the Honour 
of th$ King, and thelntercft of his Country, 
can't think of them without the greateft 
Indignation. This has kiduced me to 
enter impartially into a particular Dif- 
cuflion of the prefent Meafures, to un- 
deceive, chofe who are defirous of the heft 
A 2 Informa- 
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Information they can get, in Matters relating 
to the Publick, and to recover the Welli- 
meaning from the Infatuation great Nimv- 
bers have been deluded into. 'Tis to thefe I 
write, not to thofe who have been their Dc- 
luders \ that^ I'm fepfible, would be a vain 
Attempt: Nor to thofe in the Oppoiition 
who are of fuperior Rank ; they need no 
Con vi6lion> their Experience and Knowledge 
inldufihefs enables them to make a true Judg« 
ment of.Affdirs, and they^ I am furp, are in 
their real Sentiments with me, whatever they 
may pretend, or however, for Reafons known 
to tl^nifeltes, I may, I think,fay now known 
to every Body etfc, they may ad: a counter 
Part, and feem mighty zealous for a War, 
;)unlefs. fuch Terms can be obtained of Spain, 
as they are from all paft Experience fully ai« 
fured never can; To thefe, therefore, I do 
not write, but to Men of lower Rank, to 
The febdy of the People, particularly to the 
People of this City, and more efpecially the 
mercantile Part, as thofe who are more par- 
ticularly ihtcrefted in the prefent Queftion, 
Whether War, or no War, with Spain^ in the 
prefent Situation of Affairs. *Tis no Refle- 
xion on Perfons of this Rank and Chara- 
fter, to fuppofe they are not of themfelves 
well qualified to judge of Affairs of State, 
of Peace and War, of Treaties and AtUan* 
ces with foreign Powers, and, coniequently, 

what 



(s) 

pfh^i IS moft prudent and advlfeable, moik 
for the Honour of the Crown, and Interefl; 
of the Nation, in Matters of this high Na- 
ture; 'tis no Reflcdion, I fay, upon the Un^ 
-dcrftandings of fuch Perfons, to fuppofe 
them incompetent Judges in thefe Affairs, 
and that therefore they are liable to be im- 
pofed on by the Mifreprcfentations of falfe 
Patriots, and work'd up into a Heat againA 
their Governors for not purfuing fuch Mca-f 
iures, as, if piarfued, would very probably 
end in the Ruin of thofe very Interefts, for 
the Sake of which they have been work'd up 
into fo great a Heat, as if they were going to 
be betrayed, given up, and loft, by thofe v^ho 
are their trueft Friends, and are fteadily pur- 
fuing the wifeft and fafeft Counfels for the 
Defence and Prefervation of them. To thefe 
then I addrefs, and for their Information^ 
that they may be able to form a true Judg- 
ment ot Things, and know who arcf their 
real Friends, and who only pretended ones ; 
who mean in earneft the Good of the Na- 
tion, and who mean nothing but themfelvesi 
I will, as briefly, and yet as clearly as I can, 
lead ^em into a true View of the prefent 
Meafures. 

The Points I (hall confider are thefe two : 

Firft, Whether the Advice of the two 

Houies of Parliament to the Crown was 

right. . And> next, Whether the^Minifters 

have 
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have adted in Purfuance of, and Conibrmky 
to this Advice, 

The Advice of the Parliament v^as, that 
his Majefty would uJfe his Endeavours with 
the King of Spain to obtain efFedual Relidf 
for his injured Subjefts^ that is, in other 
Words, to procure Satisfaction to our Mer- 
chants, and Security for the future for the 
Trade and i^avigation of his Subjeds in the 
American Seas, to which we have an un- 
doubted Right by Treaty, and the Law of 
Nations; and that if his Majefty {hall not 
be able to obtain, from the Equity and 
Friendftiip of the King of Spain^ fuch Satis- 
fadion as may be reafonably expedted from 
a faithful and good Ally, they will eflfedtu-F 
ally fupport his Majefty in fuch Meafures as 
fhall be found neceflary. 

This is the Subftance^of the Senfe of the 
Houfes upon this Subjed : They advife, firft^ 
to try in a friendly Way to obtain Juftice to 
our injured Merchants, and Security for the 
Time to come j thefe are the tWo Points pro* 
pofed to be obtained, fk ft, if poflible, in an 
amicable Way, SatisfaBion and Security. . 

The Queftion then is, Was this right, or 
not ? Apd here fure I may be allowed to fay 
it was right Advice, becaufe it was the Ad- 
vice of Parliament ; this all reafonable Men 
muft allow, is a ftrong Prefumption in fa* 
vour of the Advice they gave. Mifcrable are 

the 



ti» Peopk) if they can once be perfuaded 
thef afo not fafe in the Hands of their own 
Reprefentatives I This is fo monfttous a Sup-> 
|>ofition, that I (hall fpcnd no Words to ftiew 
the Abfurdity of it^ in a Cafe where Reafc« 
land Experience are againft them> in all quiet 
Times> when the Nation was not univerfally 
ixi an unnatural Ferment and Rage. Even ia 
the Reigns preceding the Revolution^ as cor«« 
cupt as the Courts then were> and as de£roua 
aa Members rhight be of the Favours of 
thofc Courts, they never could be prevailed 
on to go into Mcalures contrary to the Inte- 
reft of their Country, when they faw their 
Tendency, and were not impofed on .firft 
themfelves. *Tis then, a moft reafonablc 
FrcjudicB in favour of the Advice given by 
Parliament, that it was theirs, upon full £xa«> 
nnnation into Matters^ and after mature De-r 
Ufaerati6ii But their Advice, as I have ikid, 
was td proceed by way of Treaty firft, an4 
not immediately to plunge the Nation intqa; 
Wav, if Rjedre& qf Grievances could he had 
withontic. But nC)t to retrench myfel£ un-^ 
der the. more Authority of Partiamoxt, anc^ 
reli mPrtjudiccs, in Favour of itj^ however 
mufionable, let us enter into the Merits of the 
Caufe, atnd confider . diftinfUy whether thi« 
rcaU^i^ was right Advice, or not. To judge 
fif tliis; we muft take this along with us^ 
TIlW (far i^V^nt «f Watrii:! guupiral is always 

uncertain j 
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bncertain; and if fo, we muft coiifidcr itot 
only what might be the Confequence of a 
Aiccefsful War, with which we are very apt 
to flatter ourfelvesj but likewife what would 
be the probable KTue of an unfuccefsful one. 
Fighting pitched Battles in the Field, or en^- 
gaging in a great Fight at Sea, are very dif- 
ferent Things from Battels fought over a 
Difti of Tea, or a Glafs of Wine, as all know 
who are in the leaft acquainted with Hiftory, 
or can remember only the Wars ourfelves 
have been engaged in fince the Revolution. 
This, then, is the firft Thing to be confider'd^. 
the Uncertainty of War, when once begun. 
- Next, we fhbuld confider that War is 
particularly difadvantageous to a trading 
Nation ; and of all Wars, a War with Spain 
is moft fo to the Britijh Nation, as it deprives 
us of our moft valuable . Commerce, as our 
Trade with Spain is by all confefs'd to hk^ 
How much the Merchants would fuflfer hyr 
It, nobody wants to be told ; but whzt(ct 
much hurts the Merchants, is not lefs pro^ 
judicial to the Ptiblick, fince Trade, is tiie' 
great: Source of our Revenues, withouc* 
which, 'tis impoffible to make War with- 
Succefs, tho' all things elfe were hvam^i 
able and promifed well But farther, ; : > 
^ A War is more than ordinarily difady^o* 
tageous at prefent, confidecing the Situatioir 
of Affairs in Europe^ and that of ournatii-^ 

ral 
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ral Allies. For th* Emperor has work; 
more than enough ujH)n his Hancfe, how- 
ever defirous he naight Be to affift us; and if 
the prefentWarhe is? engaged m were at 
an End^ this War tind the laft have fo ex- 
hao^ed his^ Financee, that all the Afliftatlcd 
he could give us, ttiiiftnieeds amonnt to a 
wry little i and if we cafa't find the Money; 
'tisf ift vain,^ if he, or the Pirinccs of the 
Empire could find Men for ur. And as fbf 
Hmahdy I prefume, nobody expctfts in thtt 
prefent Situation of Affairs, much heljp 
from them ; 'tis eafy to fee they are in no 
DifpoHeion to join in War ; they ftill feel 
the Expence they were at in the laftj and 
remember how they were betray'd at hft 
hy fhe^Ally fromiti^hbm they kaft expetftcd 
hi This made them, vrhen the late War 
was breaking otir between Pranet and the 
Bmpefof, agree to a Neutrality for the Lvw 
Ceumtries^ that they might not be drag- 
ged »to a War againft their Wiib, and 
cw4^ich they knew they could fo very ill beat; 
This makes themi under the ill Ufege they 
have received • from the Spaniards in tl* 
fP^Indfts {fiw they^ have their ^are,, we 
are not the only Sufferers) this, I fay, has 
madethem dedtne all hoftile Meafures, and 
the endeavouring to do themfdvcs right by 
the way of Arms^ and to content thciyi- 
ftives with trying what Redceis can be ob- 
' B cained 
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rained by fair Means in the Way of Trcafy, 
But if they will not purfue forcible Methods 
in defence of their own Rights, can we ex-{ 
pea they will go into aWar to defend ours ? 
If therefore we go into a War, we go alone^ 
aqd without the Ai][i{lance of our Allies; 
for thefe are the only two of any Confe- 
quence. As to the Northern Crowns, 
France has already bought one, by large an- 
nual Sublidies, and is in Treaty with the 
other. And if it w^re not fo, what is it 
yire could exped from them, but to be fur« 
niflied with Men, if we can find Money ? 

But ijs it fo with Spain ? Are they with- 
out Allies alfo? Are we fiire France will 
not aflift SpaWy when a Branch of the 
Houfe of Bourbon is upon . the Spani/b 
Throne ? Was nottheftrong Apprehenfion 
that we and all Europe had of this, the great 
Reafonofthe Grand Alliance, to prevent 
the Union of thefe two Crowns in one and 
the fame Family ? And has any tiling hap* 
pened fince to leiTen thefe Apprehenfions, 
or to {hew they. were ill founded? Is not a 
double Match between the two Crowns e- 
very Day talk'd of as a Thing done? And ;s 
it any extraordinary Suppofition, to fup- 
pofe fuch Matches would be attended with 
an ofFenfive and defenfive Alliance, if there 
be not one already ? Would not France be 
glad of an Opportunity to reconcile itfelf to 

the 



the Court of Spain ; and make it fome a- 
mends for the Chagrin they have given it by 
their late Treaty with the Emperor ? And 
for purchafing to themfelves Lorain at the 
Expence of Tujcanyj and the other Italian 
Dominions, which thereby are given away 
from Spain? Suppofe then we could in other 
Refpe^s make War with Spain upon an e- 
qual Foot, are we alone a Match for France 
and Spain both ? They that think fo, (hew 
themfelves to be extremely ignorant in the 
Hiftory of the two great Wars we have beert 
engaged in fince the Revolution. Is it not 
then highly reafonable, is it not abfolutely 
neceffary we (hould be fure, France won't 
take Part again ft us, before we enter into a 
War v/kh Spain? But that is what we arcfo 
far from being fure of^thatlthinkjlmay fay, 
we are morally fure of the contrary, from a 
Confideration of the mutual Intcrefts of the 
two Crowns, which is the only firm Cement ^ 
in all Alliances : 'T was not for nothing, 'twas 
not for a mere Point of Honour, it was to 
promote the lafting Interefts of France^ that 
they were at fo yaft an Expence to fettle 
Pbiiip on the Throne of Spain. 

But fome People will fancy, or at leaft 
pretend to think, that France will not en- 
gage in a new War, at leaft while the Car« 
dinallives* 

B a But 



But fifft) what Aflurancc faavc thejr of 
this ? This Opinion may prove to be a fatal 
Miftake to us^ as it has already done to the 
Emperor^ It was the (Irong Perfuaiion the 
Imperial Court had of the Cardinars paci^ 
fick Temper, and that nothing could bring 
bim into a War, that naade them venture to 
give France the Provocation they did in Op- 
poii tion to Stani/aui^ the Father of th^Frencb 
Queen, and that at a time, when the ^na- 
peror wae in no Condition to defend him- 
ii^lf againft France and its Allies in any one 
Part of his Dominions, neither in Gi^rmany 
nor Jtaiy. They thought themfelves fure 
that they might do what they would in the 
Polijh Af&irs, and that nothing could rousce 
the pacilick Cardinal into a Refentment of 
it^foas to advife a Warv But they foon found 
themfelves miftaken^ and paid dearly for 
it } either the Cardinal's Temper was 
not fo pacifick as they had ii^agined, or 
it was over*ruled by the Counfels of the o* 
ther Minifters. And what Security have 
wcj it will not be fo again, if we ibould at^ 
uck the Crown of Spain t The Contrary is 
from Reafons of State infinitely more 
probable. 

But for Argument fake, we will fuppof# 
the Cardinal is as pacifick ^s they would 
have him; and that by his great Influence 
he can over-rule all Counfels for contrary 

Mea- 
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MwfcfuTcs. I would ask, how long U the 
Cardinal to live ? Is it not almoft a Miracle 
that he is now alive? Has he not had with* 
in a few Months fuch fcvere Attack?, and 
fuch Returns of them, as niake ic impoffi- 
fai^e, chat at his great Age, he ihould be a-» 
hh to hold out much longer ? And i$ any 
one who knows any thing of Foreign aL 
fgirSy fo little acquainted with the Spirit of 
the French Court at this time, as not to 
know, that when he dies thefe pacifick Mea^ 
fures may die with him ? But I will again, 
in compliment to thofe I am arguing with, 
fuppofc, it will iiot be (o^y that Franciy as 
well as the reft of Europe^ will look on, and 
leave England and Spain^ like two fingle 
Combatants, to {land alone, and fight it out 
between themfelves. 

Let it then be refolv'd, at all Adventures, 
to go into War with ^pain i I would hum- 
bly afk, where it (hall be made, by Land or 
by Sea ? Not by Land 5 1 take for granted no- • 
body means that on our Part. We have been 
uught to have a thoro' Diflike of confuming 
Lanid Wars t nor indeed is it at all practicable 
with regard to our making War on Spain. 
For to do this, we muft have a good Landi 
Army, which will require zxx infinite Num-r 
ber of Tranfportss a thing not to be had but 
at a vaft Expence, and which if catched ia 
a Storm, would in great part probably be 

loft. 
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loft, or at leaft fo fhatter'd and difpcrfecf, 
as utterly to defeat, for that time, the in- 
tended Expedition. Befides this, we muft 
have a good Body of Horfe, a thing not pof- 
jfibie to be carried by Sea to fuch a Diftance ; 
the Bay of Bifcay would foon deftroy them 
all, or render them unfit for Service. Then 
where have we a Port toland our Forces at, 
what Plac€ of Arms ? Where our Maga- 
zines for the Subfiftence of our Troops ; 
where a fufficient Quantity of Ammuniti- 
on and Artillery to undertake a Siege ? And 
if we had them all, what Place (hall be at- 
tacked ? Shall it be Cadiz? Can we take it 
by Surprize ? If not, fhall we not find it in 
a good Condition of Defence at Land, and 
iinpofiible to be attacked by Sea ? Have wc 
forgot the Duke of Qrmond's Expedition a- 
gainft Cadiz in the Beginning of the laft 
War? The Succefs of which depended 
wholly on the Hopes of a Surprize, but 
which the Execution of that Defign ren- 
der'4 impoflible, and the whole proved a 
moil ridiculous. Affair , and would have 
prov*d a very unhappy one, had they not, 
by great good Fortune in their Return fal- 
len in with the paleons at Figo ; without 
which, all the Glory they had brought 
home to anfwer the Expence of the Expe- 
dition, had been the infamous plundring of 
Pojt St, Mary. . In (hort, wc want every 

thing 
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thing necefTary to make a fuccefsful Land 
War in Spain. A Land-war therefore, I 
prefume, is what no body thinks of on the 
Part of England againft Spain. But is it 
clear it will be fo on the Part of Spain ? 
May not they attempt a Land- war upon us? 
Have we forgot the Year i;^l9? When by 
the vigorous and unexpeiSfced Efforts of jU-* 
b^rmiy a Spanijh Squadron with Tranfports, 
and a Body of 5000 Men, were almoft 
upon our Coaft in favour of the Pretender^ 
before our Court knew they had left their 
own Ports ? Have we forgot the Confterna- 
tion the Nation was then in , when the 
late King communicated to his Parliament 
the Intelligence he had receiv'd; at which 
very time the Spaniards had probably been 
landed in Scotland ( and fome a<^ually did 
land) had not aStorm providentially difperfed 
their Fleet in the critical Minute, when they 
were almoft in Sight of us ? and thereby o- 
bliged their ftiatter'd Ships to return re infe^ 
Ba to their own Cpafts. Well then, Spain 
may make War upon us by Land, and engage 
us in the worft of Wars, a War among our- 
felves in Support of the Pretender. But if 
nioe make War, 'tis allow'd it muft be by 
Sea. But I would ask how, and where? 
Where fhall we begin ? In Europe or the Weft 
Indies'^ Say in Europe : What is it we pro^ 
pofe to do? Do we propofe to fight the 

Royal 



(16) 

Royal Navy of Spam in a fair Engagement, 
and thereby give a decifive Stroke ? We 
may intend it, but Sfain begs to be excu-< 
fed J (he knows our Strength, and her own 
Weaknefs too well, to put the Event of a 
War with us upon fuch a foot ; they will 
not be at the Eipence of fitting out a Fleet 
to cope with us in a fair Sea Fight j and if 
they would, I much queftion if they could i 
they might build Ship^, but I hope and be- 
lieve they could not fufficiently man them j 
they therefore will fave the Expence, and 
fo far will let us ride Matters of the Sea; 
But tho* Spain do not come into the Oceaii 
with a great Fleet, will they be idle all the 
while? Will they leave the Ocean quietly td 
us ?See what they did in the Years iS and i^^ 
and from thence learn what they will do a- 
gain : They will make a pyratical War up^ 
on us, and infeft all the Coad from Bayorie 
to Cadiz with Privateers of their own, and 
of other Nations under Spanifh Colours; 
they will fwarm about the Mouth of the 
^agus^ and the Port of LiJbon% and nothing 
will be able to pafs from hence to Lijboh 
or the Mediterraneany or from the Medite^ 
ratiean and Lijbm hither, but there will be 
great Danger of its falling into thofe Hands? 
This is of all ways of making War with 
Spain the nK)ft unequal, bccaufe that Part 
of the Seas is always full of our Merchailt 
Ship6> of which, confequently, we may lofc 

great 
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great Numbers, as'in fadt we have formerly* 
But what Reprifals can we make ? In £«•* 
rope none, or next to none. For theif 
Trade in the European Seas is fo littlej that 
there is no room for Reprifals^ no proporti* 
on of Commerce between the two Nations* 
Were we as fuccefsful in Captures as heart 
could wi(h, we (hoiJld, upon art even Lay, 
lofe 40 Ships before we could take one. Be-*- 
fides that, the Nation is not a jot the rich-*- 
cr for what we (hould take, but we fhould 
be the poorer for every Ship we lofe. Be^ 
caufe what was taken would be the Perqui- 
fite of the Captors, and done of it would 
Come into the publick Treafury. And yet 
this is all our Fleet could do; it might pre*- 
ferve Giln-altar in cafe of a Siege, and in 
fome little degree, but at a prodigious Ex- 
pence, procedt our Trade. But what could 
it do more? 'Tis impoflible, without a con- 
fiderable Land Force to take any Place of 
Confequence , as I have before obferved ; 
and if we could, what fhould we do with 
it ? Two or three fuch Acquifitionsas GibraU 
tary would be the fplendid but certain Ruin 
of us. But could we do nothing? Yes, wc 
might ravage and burn their Coaft, and 
make a Number of poor People in the open 
Country very miferablc: But what Good 
would this do? Would it make the Mer- 
chant any amends for his great Lofles? 
Would it enable England to carry on a fuc- 
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ccfsful War, contribute any thing towards 
a gpod Peace? Certainly not. Befides, I 
would afk what the Expence of fuch Bom- 
bardments is? Let the Expence of Lord 

jC — • 's Expedition to Figo in 17 19 be 

computed, and compared with the Damage 
we did the Spaniards there, and then tell 
me what we gained by it, or if we had not 
much better have ftaid at Home. The 
Commander indeed, would have loft the 
Glory of that Expedition, but the Nation 
would have faved the Money, and that no 
fmall Sum. 

Let OS now fee, if the Matter would be 
at all .mended by carrying the War into the 
JVeJi'-Indies. What is it we could do there ? 
Could we get any Settlement there from the 
Spaniards ? And if vve could, do we defirc 
it } I don't know we do; but if we did, it 
is forbidden Fruit ; . this can't be done with- 
out a Land Force ; and the Havannah^ if J 
isti rightly informed, is as well fortify'd as 
Cadiz. But we may take their Galeons, 
or hinder them from coming to Europe^ 
which is next to taking them. Let us then 
confidcreach of thefe. 

Firft, How fhall we take them ? If we 
fit out a large Squadron to fend into thefe 
Seas, can it be kept a Secret in a Nation 
where nothing can be done without confent 
of Parliament ? And where by the Libetry 
of the Prefs every thbg is made publick ? 

Have 
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Have not all the foreign Miniftets Admit- 
tance to hea,r our Debates in Parliament ? 
Does not Geraldino^ or hisAgents, know eve- • 
Xy Word that is faid in either of the Houfes 
of Parliament ? How then can any Prepa- 
ration for War be a Secret ? But if Spain 
knevv it, is any body fo ignorant as not to 
knovv, that the Spaniard can difpatch 2, 
light clean Frigz^t or two to the JVeJi-Indies 
in half the time we can fend a Squadron 
thither ? And if fo, what will be the Gon- 
fequpnce ? Undoubtedly this ; that If the 
Galeons were los^ded, they will immediate- 
ly be unloaded ; or if not already loaded, 
the Lroadiog will be put off to a more con- 
venient Time, and when it can be done 
with Safety; fo that all we can in fuchCafe 
hope for is, that we may poffibly burn the 
Hulks: A mighty Bufinefs, ahd well worth 
all the Expence we muft have been at to do 
it ; and even that may not be in our Power, 
they may be drawn up into fo fecure Ptrts, 
or into fo {hallow a Water, that our Ships 
of War can't come within the reach of 
them; 'tis therefore a very wild and chime- 
rical Projecft, to fit out a great Squadron 
with the fole Profpedt of taking the Gale- 
ons with their rich Lading on board them. 

But if we can't take 'cm, yet we may 
hinder their Return to Europe^ and that 
would greatly diftrefs the Spaniards \ and fo 
certainly it w^ould, if their Return could be 

C z hinder'd 



( zo ) ^ 

hindcr'd for any long time. But how is that 
to be done ? Why, by lying a long time in 
fome convenient Station to intercept them, 
againft they (hall come ou t. But where is that ? 
At the Bajiimentos? Have we forgot the Out- 
cries and Clamours on the account of a Squa- 
dron lying there in the Y^ar 1726, as if our 
Men and Ships were ruined by it ? And can 
jhofe Gentlemen who were then fo loud on 
that Occafion, and who are now fo eager for 
a War, tell us where a Squadron may be fta- 
tion'd with better Succefs ? If they can't, all 
we (hall get in this way, will be to incommode 
the Spaniards by a Delay of their Weji-India 
Treafures for fome ihort time, with a thou- 
fand times more Damage to ourfelvcs. What 
is it then we can expeft from a War in thofc 
Parts, if we can neither make ourfelves 
Mailers of any of their Settlements, nor of 
the Treafure they bring from them ? Twq 
or ihree Men of War plying in thofe Seas 
may chance to get now and then a rich 
Prize, but 'tis a much greater Chance they 
will not. A Squadron, 'tis I think evident, 
cannot, b?caufe the Spaniards can't fail 
of Notice, and having notice will be upon 
their Guard. But admit 'twere thus, that 
we could have the good Fortyne to take a 
rich Fleet coming from the Weft -Indies^ 
whofe Riches are they laden with? Do^ 
$tny body want to be told, that two Parts 
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in three, or at leaft one half of that great 
Treafure belong to the French i the Remain- 
der to the Engli/hy Dutchj Italians^ and 
Spaniards y and that the Share of the Spa^ 
niards does not exceed a tenth Part : And 
can it be imagined that other N^ions, and 
above all the French j the moft concerned, 
and the moft powerful of all, would bear 
that their Properties on board thefe Veffels, 
when to fo great Value, (hall become a Prey 
to England^ But might we not fave their 
Shares for them, and confifcate only the 
proper Goods and Riches of the Spaniards? 
To talk thus, is talking like Children. This 
fuppofes fuch Care, and Virtue, and Self- 
denial in Seamen, .and fuch a Complaifancc 
towards us, and fuch an Indifference in the 
French and other Nations for their own 
Properties, as is not to be expeded. Th^ 
Treafure will be embezel'd ; and if it were 
not, it would be impoffible to perfuade the 
Parties concerned, that no Injury was done 
them; and their refpedtive Shares, after all, 
could not without thegreateft Difficulty be 
afcertained. 

Suppofe us now for one Year to have 
made War with no better Succefs, or to no 
better Effedt, than I have here reprefented, 
what fhall we do the next ? Shall we have 
any Stomach to go on another Year? Is 
there any better Profped of Succefs ? Shall 
we Iv^ve any new RcfoWrces to carry on the 

War 
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War with moreVigoui; ? Whence muft ihey 
com^ ? A gfcac E?p?nce has been incurred, 
the Merchants have fufFer'd extremely, by 
xQany Captures, by ^ligh Infqrances, and 
theE^ipence for Convoys; the Revenue in the 
mean fimt is greatly leflfen-d, the Int^reft on 
Loans rifc§, and the Eicpence of the War is 
^n every Article by that means increas'd^, 
while oqr A^xilities every Day ^row lefs ; 
9n4 there is not th? leai^ Profpe^^ of carry- 
ing pn the War ^ fecond Year with more 
Advantage ths^n the firft. I am apt (o think, 
thofe deluded Citizens who are now fo ho( 
for a War, would be amongft the forwardeft 
tp cry out again(l it, and woqld be very cor 
pious in feftiqg forth the Mifchief of an in- 
eflfeiftual and yet ruinous War, aijd be ve- 
ry impatient for a Peace upqn almoft any 
Tferms.. Certainly, when we have for two 
^r three Years made fuch a War as this, we 
(hall all unite in moft heartily wifhing for a. 
Peace. But what a Peace can we expe6t,when 
we have (hewn Spain how little we have 
been able to hurt them, and how greatly we 
have hurt ourfelves ? Will they reimburfe us 
the Expence of the War, or give us better 
Terms then, than they are willing to agree to 
now? Can the firft be imagined ? Can it en- 
ter into any body's Head ? Why then was it 
not iniifted on at the End of the l^ft War^ 
when we had a better Opportunity of ha- 
ving any Demands we fhould think fit to 
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toake, complied with, than 'we caft ever 
hope to have again ? Why was no't a Treaty 
for our JVeJl'Ihdia Trade made tli^n updn 
the high and advantageous Telrms it is ncrw 
demanded ? Noav^ I fay, when we have no 
i^retence from Conqueft, or upon^anty feorfc 
whatever, to expert any other Favour frdrn 
Spain^ but what we are entitled to by dxfe 
Treaties now fubfifting between /the twb 
Nations ; whicTi I defire may be rfeniefti^ 
ber*d, (ince it Teems to be entfrelj^ iotgbti 
That we baye ho Preteilce to afk any Exi- 
tenfion of Cdmmerce, or ahy/fcbrinivancfe 
or Indulgence from 5/^m; inihort, (ono^ 
thing but what we are ftridlly ahdjuftly en- 
titled to in virtue of bur Treaties wkh tbcttj. 

If fuch a Treaty as is noW ittfiifted oh by 
thofe who are fo eager for a War, if all 
their Demands bie not immediately complied 
with, could not be obtained then, When tvfc 
had Spain^ as it were, at ourTVfercJy, *an& 
could bribe King 'i^/5/7/'^, with Spain and both 
the Indies^ to come into our 'NieafUfes, hoW 
vain is it to expedt it now, when we have rib 
fuch Advantage over tbat Crown ! If it cOulH 
be obtained thdn, why w^as it not ? If it 
could not then, why is it ask'd now ? 

But, once more, let lis fuppofe we ha1i 
gone into the War, and that Vs^ith better Sue- 
cefs than can reafonabfy be expedledj ah 
End, fooner or later, muft be put to it, the 
fooner the better for England^ as We ire'a 
trading Nation, But 
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But how is a War to have an End ? Why 
certainly by a Treaty of Peace. A Treaty, 
then, of one Kind or other, fome Time ot* 
other, muft be made. To argue, therefore, 
againft the prefent Convention, upon a Pre- 
tence that all Treaty with Spain is to no 
Purpofe, and that no Treaty with that 
Crown, fo far, at leaft, as relates to the fVeJi^ 
Indies^ will ever be obferved, is faying no* 
thing 5 fince that will equally hold againft 
|ill Treaties, let them be made with or withi- 
out a previous War, and is, in EfFeft, decla- 
ring for eternal War ; which, I prefume, is 
not the Meaning of the Gentlemen I am 
now arguing with, and who feem to be fd 
angry that a War is not already entered intd. 
Their Leaders, I am perfuaded, will be very 
willing to end the War as foon as it is begun, 
or rather before it is begun, if the Clamour 
they have raifed for a War will but help 
them to put ah End to the prefent Admini- 
"ftration, and let thofe in who have been fo 
long excluded from a Share in it. Mortify- 
ing Thought ! and the more, ^s fome have 
loft, by their Oppofition, all they aim'd at ; 
who, had they been quiet, could not ha V6 
mifs'd what they have fo mUch fet thefr 
Hearts upon. That this is their true and 
only Meaning, is evident from hence, that 
they have laboured fo much to have the Peo- 
ple believe that the Counfels that have pre- 
vail'd, and the Meafurcs that have been pur- 
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fijcd, have been the Counfels and MeafufeS 
of one Minifter only, whd has taken the 
whole of this weighty Affair upon himfclf, 
excluiive of all the reft, who have the Ho- 
nour to be in the Secret of his Majefty's 
Counfels^ and in the high Offices of State. 
This they tell the People with great AflTu*- 
ran(ie, thd* they well know nothing is more 
falfe, and that the Miniftet they fhew jfo im- 
placable an Ill-will to, has, in this impor- 
tant Afiair, done nothing of his own Head^ 
taken nothing folely Upon himfelf; but that 
every Thing has been duly confider'd, and 
upon very mature Deliberation refolved and 
agreed to in Council. This is Fad:; this they 
know to be fo, and yet are not afhamM, in aU 
Company, and in all their Libels, moft 
ftrongly to affert the contrary. 

In fhort, theMeafures taken,be they right, 
or be they wrong, are nOt the Meafufes of a 
fingle Minifter, but the joint Counfels of al- 
moft all the great Perfons who furround the 
Throne, and are chief in Dignity and Office 
about the King. 

But to return from this Digreflion, in 
which I have been infenfibly drawn : I have 
plainly and clearly (hewn, what it was the 
rarliament advifed, and what I apprehend 
were their Reafons for fach Advice i that is, 
why they were for trying the way of Treaty 
once more, before they plunged the Nation 
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in a War, which *tis eafy to get into, but not 
fo eafy, when once begun, to get well out of. 
The next Point to be confider'd is, Whe- 
ther theM— — rs have afted in Purfuanceof 
the Advice given by Parliaihent, as it was 
their Duty to do. The two Poitits the If^ar- 
liament recommended to the King, 2s \ have 
already obferved, w^re. 

Sat is fa^ ion to our Merdhants, 
And a future Security for Our IVad* 
and Navigation. 
T^hcferft of thefe Points is fin'aHyfettkd mA 
adjufted by a Convention which has been laid 
before the twoHoufes. But the Gentlemen 
in the Oppofition, were not pleaifed tbt(raic 
to fee what ic was before they pafled'a Judg- 
ment upon it ; they pronburicied it a idamtf d 
Treaty, before they certainly knew any ont 
Anicie of it. A Behaviour extrettit^ly dutiful 
and decent no doubt. To }udge of the Sa- 
tisifsswaioii to the Merchants ftipo'kted in this 
Convention, we muft remetabdr, that the 
Spaniards have Demands upon us, as Wtll ate 
we upon them^ for the Ships of War taken 
from them in the Battle oSS^racufe in the 
Year 1718 ; and that w^hen the Dfefnands 
on both Sides are ftated, all ih'iit is to be 
paid by thc'King of I?//?///, is the Difference 
upon the Balance of that Atdmnpt. 1 
have incleed heard a Perfon of 'Dfilindioh 
fire extremely upon this Head in a very krgb 
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Company:; I think k was, (ho D^ tha 
Pa^^mevc met, of t;l^e la^xc ; hp tola cl% 
Company, he had fipitfd si Suax v? as, ftipu-T 
lated to ^ paid the King of l^pain, fox' tl^ 
Ships tb?n taken by the J^ngltjh Fiee;^ but 
he noped in Qod) it was not true -^ it; was 
inch a* Diftionoiiir to thq Natio^i, that \i^ 
thoughi; it impjoffibfe it could bi? true s i; 
was; ^ i^p^nge a Things io mean, fo di^ip-: 
nouf a)>le, * ^ ni^ver h^ been done by any 
Nation ; with a great deal more to that F.ur- 
pofe. Now I vfouikl ask thi^ Gentleoc^n^ 
whetitei: he w^s in earned; or not, and re^jily 
fip^ant wh?t he faid : If he did not, wherq 
was his Sincerity ? If l^e did, wh^rp hi§ 
deep Kuc^wledge ii^ Political Aff$iir&^ i?ox to 
Jtijow Tranfa(3^iqus fo pubjick, as the Trea-, 
t\%% of iJZlx ^^^ of Seville 1729^, or fq 
foon to have forgot then^, and in, fo capital 
fi Point as this, the Satisfaijtion to b?. gi- 
ven tp the King of Spain for tbofe Ships ? 
. But, to refrefli th? Gentleman's Memory, 
I will ipfert the Fifth Article of the Treaty 
made at Mifdrid in 172 1. 

" It is alfo agreed, that his Brita,nniek 
Majcfty (hall caufc*to be rcftor'd to hisCa- 

V tholick M^efty* a^l ^.^e Ships of the S^a- 
^* nijh Fleet which were taken by that of 
** l^r^Und in the naval Battle that was 
** fought in the Month oi Auguft^ 1718, in 
•' the Seas of Sicily^ with the Guns, Sails, 
<< Riggipg, and other Ecjuipagc, in the Cour 
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** dition they are at prcfcntj or eilfe the Va« 
** lue of thofe which may have been fold, 
^^ at the fame Price that the Purchafers (hall 
^ havdf given, according to the Proofs and 
^^ Vouchers." The Articles preceding this 
relate to the Reftitution and SatisfaAion to 
be lnade*on the Part of the King of Spain 
to his Britannick Majefty and his Subje^s ; 
all which, is, in Sqbftaqce, the fame vrith the 
Atficles imponing Reftitution on both Sides 
in the fubfequent Treaty of Seville. 
"^ fiy this we fee the Demand of Spain for 
Reftitution of thofe Ships, is no new De** 
mand \ it is. not now begun ; it did not be- 
gin at the Treaty pf Seville^ it was. an old 
JDemand ; it was^ pillowed and agreed to in 
the Madrid Treaty in 2 1, a Treaty made by 
thofe who were the chief Minifters at the 
Time when that ejctraordinary Tranfaiftion 
happened, who were the beft Judges that 
could be, of the Juftice of the* King- of 
Spain's Demand, and thought it no Refle- 
dtion on ^heir own Honour, or the Honour 
of the Nation, to comply with it ; and fince 
they thought fo, who were then in the Secret 
of Affairs, and had all the Biafs Minifters 
could poffibly have, for very obvious Rca- 
fons to difpute that Demand, finpe they, I 
fay, thought it rpafonable to be complied 
with, we pay be \tery fure it was fo. 

But if this be fo, oh making up Accounts 
pn kqth Sides, nothing cap be due from /S^/;f 
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to England^ but what, upon the Balance, ap- 
pears to be the Difference between them $ 
and as this Sum is fpecified in the Conven- 
tion now made, and a fhort Term ftc'd for 
the Payment in Money here in Lmdon^ there 
is no poilibie Room for Complaint on this 
Head, or for faying the Minifters have not 
clearly purfued the Advice given by Parlia- 
ment. 

: As to the other Point, the future Security 
of our Trade and Navigation in the Ameri^ 
can Seas ; that, with feveral other Points, is 
agreed to be fettled by Plenipotentiaries na- 
med in the Convention, who are to begin to 
treat within fix Weeks from the Ratification 
of the Convention, and are limited to the 
Space of eight Months 5 bo long Term for 
the Bufinefs that will be before them! And 
till that Term is expired, can any Body fay 
that all the juft Demands of Great^Britain 
will not be complied with, and fettled to our 
jSatisfa£tion ? I fay juji Demands, becaufe 
fome People are taught to think they ought 
to have every Thing complied with they 
think fit to ask ; they fancy Things are in 
the State they were at the Treaty of Utrecht 
that Spain lies at our Feet, and muft refufe 
nothing that we can thiak will be further 
advantagious to our Trade, ^ut this is a 
Part Minifters even at thatTime did not think 
fit to take, yFf\\tn Spain was in iis Ip weft State 
viz. n the End pf thelaft War^ they were fo 
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tender of newDcmands^ c^r of asking a^y 
Conceffitfns even then, thiVcoold be thoughf 
cxtraordlnai'y and exorbitant, that theygava 
up our moft valuable Prtvileges of Trade^ 
(which was redlified by fubfequeni Treatkg 
^fter his late Majefty's Acceflion to the 
Throne 5 ) and they gave, up the rtioft 
feafbnable Denaand in the Worl4; thay 
did not omit it, but receded from k af- 
ter they hid asked it, arid that is aDiftrift 
of Land adjoining to Gibraltar. This chey 
ask*d of the t^rettcb Miniftry. who treated 
for Spaiti^ as well as F^ame. Tnefe tell theoi 
jgravely, they dare not £a much as ask fach 
a Thing of King Pbilifj and they aequief- 
ced in the 'Aprw^er. Did our Minifters a<a 
thus, then, iii theie CircumftanceS of Affairs- 
fet the End 6f a moft glorious War 5 aqd is it 
now expcfted that Spiin fliould grant Thing* 
that were not aisked then ? Can any Man ot 
Underftanding hkve the Face to fay and infift 
on this? I (hould be amazed to fee this. fJo, 
'tis impoffible. What we complain of is the 
Infradlion of Treaties; and allwecanjuftly 
demand, is, that tbofe Rights^ fhould bt 
fecured to us, which by our Treaties .we are 
entitled to. If we afllc any thing farther^ 
the King of Spam will be well-warranted to 
fay, we I^a?^ no Right by any Treaty fub- 
fifting between thjf two Crowns to fuch De- 
mand ; and if he gives this Anfwer, and it 
be a true one, (hall we go into a War rather 

than 
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ihan acqtrkrfce in k ? Shftll wt go toM^ 
ft)rC?kiitt« "w^^ne noway eftttded lo? Witt 
my Perfon of F^ure md i)iftiftakit wAH& 
tfeis? Would a*>y PttfCan itt- the^Oppofiriet^ 
were he in the Miniftry, aft & -fefc^rivagaaC 
a Part, as to plunge the Nation into a moft 
pernicious and expenfive War, to fupport 
unprecedented and unwarrantable Claims ? 
Or if any Minifter could be hot-headed e- 
nough to purfue fuch Meafures, would not 
thefe Gentlemen who are fo eager for a War 
now, be the moft forward to condemn him, 
as a foolifti and wicked Minifter ? Moft 
certainly they^ivoqld, and wish the greateft 
ice. 

All then that is more than what by Trea- 
ty we are entitled to, is out of the Quefti- 
on J the j^ing of Spain can't be expedted to 
grant more, no wife Minifter will afk more, 
that l^e piay not have the Mortification to be 
denied, what^he'has no Pretence to afk. 

As far as yet appears, the Minifters have 
conformed tp the Advice of Parliament; 
they have tried the friendly ,v^ay^ of Treaty 
fif^l , They, have obtained ^ Acknowledg- 
ment 'of the paft Injuries fufFered by our 
Merchants, with Reparation to them: They 
have obtained a Stipulation that all Caufes 
of Complaint fhall be removcfltfor the fu- 
ture : And they have laid as good a Foun- 
dation for fettling that Security by Treaty, 

and 
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tnd Mcording to Treaties^ without a Waf^ 
as could be reafonably expeded from a War^ 
And if they can do this, they (hall have my; 
Thanks, and I hope will have the Thanks- 
ef every true £ri/m« 
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